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imachal Pradeshisallabout
Himalayan splendour. Drives
through this state are resplendent
with mountain views and snow-
capped peaks. For anyone fond of road trippingin
the mountains, HP is the state to head to.

While most of its roads have been developed
for tourism and are smooth and black top, there
are some secluded ones whose sole purpose is
connectivity. These are meant to give remote
villages access to more developed areasand are
justabout motorable.

One such road goes from Dalhousie to Keylong
viathe Sach Pass, through Pangi Valley via
Uduaipur. Itused tobeacart trackand while
Google Maps doesn’t show it yet, Lonely Planet’s
Indiaand Bangladesh Road Atlas showsitasa
walking track. It was made motorable by widening

theroad abitand then runningaroadroller over it.

In effect, most of it isjust a path made of
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compressed stones. It also connects the Doda
region of Kashmir to Chamba and Lahaul.
From Dalhousie to Chamba, take the tourist
trail along the Kalatope Bear Sanctuaryand
Kajjiar. At Chamba, follow the route to Tisaand
Bairagarh - SH33. After this last hamlet, 87km

‘It’s as if the entire
area is standing still
on some fragile truce
- everything can go
mobile any moment’

from Chamba,the road starts to get really wild.
The first glaciers come to view 20km later at the
Satrundi checkpost where every carand its

passengers are videographed for security reasons.

The road reaches the summit of the range that

Don’t dare this, without CEAT Tyres

isthe Sach Pass, 19km later. At 4412m high, thisis
one of the most dynamic passes I have crossed in
the Himalayas. Dynamic because there is constant
movement, either adribble of sand coming down
the mountainside or some rock tumbling on to the
road or ice breaking offa glacier. It seems as if the
entire areais standing still on some fragile truce
and everything can go mobile any moment.

Thisis the reason why camping at or near

the summitis discouraged. The first dhaba

and checkpost after the pass come up at 11km
and basic meals like Magginoodles and omelettes
areavailable here. Ifit’s needed, you can pitcha
tent hereabouts.

Thisis also the start of the Pangi Valley, which
isaverynarrowvalleywith almost vertical
mountainsides. The first town is Khillar, which is
31km from the dhaba and will take at least four
hours toget to because the roads are broken and
veryrough. The sceneryis absolutely stunning
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and there’sagood chance of seeing wildlife. Driving
during twilight close to Khillar, I sawablack panther
dashacrosstheroad.

The nextand verybeautifullylocated townis
Cherri, 10km from Khillar (it’ll take one hour to
do this 10km stretch). The PWD guesthouse here
has got prime location and is definitelyworth staying
in. The road improves abit after Cherri,and by the
time you get to Udaipur - 65km away - it’s smooth
black top. From Udaipur, it’s once again a scenic
run through mountainsides and potato plantations
to Tandi, 5okm away. Tandi is on the popular Manali
- Leh highway, where you'll encounter the most
traffic of the drive.

Three options here -head north towards Leh, or
south over the Rohtang Pass to Manali, or -what I
consider the best option - south to Gramphu, 40km
from Tandi, turn left towards Kaza, do the entire
Spitiand Kinnaur loop and finish at Shimla.

Words & photography: Rishad Saam Mehta

Carry basic spares, puncture repair kit,a
compressor running off the battery, water,
food, sleeping bags.The roads are broken
and sometimes the crumbly edges easily
collapse under the weight of acar. The road
isalso very,very narrowand while there’s
verylittletrafficon it,you might need to
back uptolet oncomingtraffic pass. Do this
very cautiously. You'd rather getascratch or
two onthe bodywork than fall off the edge.

2 STAY HERE

In Dalhousie, it isimperative that you stay
at Teddy’s Lodge. Teddy Singh, who runs
the place,isafount of valuable information
and will gladly find out about the road
ahea. Goto httpy//teddyslodgedalhousie.
com.Else, Bairagarh,Killar, Cherriand
Udaipur allhave decent Public Works
Department (PWD) Guest Housesand
these cost ¥500-700 per room per night.
Anobliging chowkidar willalso rustle upa
basic mealforyou.

3 DOTHIS

In Dalhousie, request Teddy Singh

to take you for one of his splendid
walks. Carryastoveand some

basic supplies withyou if you're really
fussy about food because besides
Magginoodles,omelettesand dal
rice,you really don’t have any other
choice. Near Udaipur, visit the
magnificent Triloknath Temple. If
you're going to Spiti,camp for one
nightat ChandraTal.

The Toyota Fortuner 4x4 isideal
for this road. It’s torquey,and with
that cushioning suspension, you
candoabrisk paceevenonvery
bad roads. Andit’s comfortable
enoughtosleepin.

Stuff you need to know --w Oh dear, Pve crashed
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