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DIVE

Rishad Saam Mehta throws himself off a perfectly
sound plane in New Zealand despite strong
reservations about the ridiculous idea, and follows it up
with whale watching and swimming in icy cold water

Y

ou won't find 'Skydiving for
Dummies' and 'Sense and Sensibility' on the same shelf in a library. Honestly, you leave every
semblance of sense behind when you
takeoff in a perfectly fine plane, only to

throw yourself off it.
But then South Island, New Zealand
is home to such adrenaline pumping
highs. It is a place where the sky, the
sea and the earth are playgrounds for
adventure.

SKYDIVING ABOVE QUEENSTOWN
Out there, after you leap into nothingness
15000 feet from the ground, lies the
crispest and sharpest adrenaline rush
you'll ever know. In the thin air lies the
thrill of a lifetime, your chance to convince yourself that courage courses
through your veins. All this is very inspirational on paper, but poised at the open
door of the single-engine plane looking out
at the immensely pretty lake-dimpled and
snow-capped environs of Queenstown
down below, the slimy python of fear started uncoiling in my stomach.
And then the jumpmaster, to whom I was
strapped for this tandem skydive, threw us
into the blue yonder. Immediately, the demon of doom was exorcised and I felt like a
bird in the sky, never mind that I was plummeting towards the ground at 200 kph.
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WHALE WATCHING
OFF KAIKOURA
I'd landed in Christ
Church, South Island's
capital four days ago,
picked up my rental car
and headed 170 km
north to Kaikoura, also
on the East coast. Next
morning, on the deck of the Wheketere, a whale watching boat, I stared in wonder
as a gigantic sperm whale blew out fountains into the sky as it lazed on the surface
of the Pacific alongside the boat.
Seeing a whale can make you blink in disbelief, this one was average sized and it
was 20 meters long - 2 meters longer than the boat. It was a majestic sight in a
beautiful setting. Kaikoura's deep blue bay is bordered by mountains that are snowcapped for most of the year. This unique combination of ocean and mountains offers stunning coastal alpine scenery. Besides watching whales, you can swim with
dolphins, explore the coast with lovely walks and eat the best
crayfish (lobsters) in the world.
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Now I cut across the
island from the east
to the west coast
mostly driving on State Highway 7. My route, running between the
Pacific and the snow-clad southern Alps, took me past towns including gold rush town of Hokitika and past the famous villages of
Franz Josef and Fox, named after two popular glaciers in the vicinity. The ice glaciers are 800 m high. Do try glacial walking or ice hiking, or take a helicopter ride to the top.

● If you love adventure sports
then spend at least a week in
South Island
● The most convenient option
from Mumbai to Christ Church
is Singapore Airlines, with a
change over in Singapore.

MILFORD SOUND

●

Summer is from Dec- March.
Best time to go is April.
● Book a car online before
you go for good rates and get
an SUV. www.budget.co.nz
● In Kaikoura stay at Hapuku
Lodge, a luxury inn - www.hapukulodge.com
● Go for a cruise with Whale
Watch Kaikoura www.whalewatch.co.nz

● For skydiving, Nzone is the
best. Get the whole video and
photo package. ww.nzone.biz
● A good B & B in Queenstown is the Rainbow's Edge.
www.rainbowsedge.co.nz
● Drive through the Waipara
Valley on the way to Kaikoura. Stop for lunch at the Pegasus Bay Winery.

www.pegasusbay.com

QUEENSTOWN

DRIVE TO MILFORD
I had then turned inwards towards the centre of South Island
to arrive at Queenstown. Now after exhilaration by way of river rafting, bungee jumping, a cross country horse trek and a
scenic flight in a World War II plane besides the dreaded skydive, I was on the road to Milford Sound which is in the south
west. If there's just one drive you're going to take in New
Zealand then this should be it. Spectacular landscapes came
through my car's windscreen in 70 mm. It was a rather overcast day with heavy clouds but the sun often burst through
for brief moments. But this made the scenery all
the more dramatic.
From the pretty little
town of Te Anau I started
off on the part of State
Highway 94 which is
called the Milford Road one of the highest and
most scenic state highways
in New Zealand.
I love to drive and, being
behind the wheel on the
road to Milford Sound was
as exciting and thrilling as
the destination itself.

OVERNIGHT CRUISE AT
MILFORD SOUND
Milford Sound has to be enjoyed on an
overnight cruise. I went aboard the Milford
Mariner that cruises the whole length of the
Milford Sound out till the Tasman Sea and
then anchors in a sheltered cove. From there
the crew launches tendercraft (a rubber dinghy
with an outboard engine) and kayaks in which
the surroundings can be explored. Swimming here in
the green water surrounded
by the tall and sheer rock
cliffs of the Sound is an
eerily exciting activity but the shock of the cold
water stunned my brain
initially.
It's moments like these
that make me long to go
back to a land that seems
detached from the rest of
the world. A land where
you can still feel like an
intrepid explorer.

